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appeared from- his sight. Daud now knew that they were
angels, who had admonished him for his fault, of which he
was now convinced; therefore he repented and implored
God for pardon. It is said that during forty days and
nights he was prostrated in adoration, without raising his
head, except in prayer and to renew his sacred ablutions.81
He wept so much that grass grew around the place from
the tears of his eyes. Whilst he was crying and suppli-
cating he heard the words : c 0 Daud/ to which he replied :
(I hear and obey, 0 Lord.' Then the allocution came:
' I have pardoned thy sin, and passed over thy transgres-
sion. c< Wherefore we forgave him this [fault], and he
shall be admitted to approach near unto us, and [shall
have] an excellent place of abode [in paradise]."382 His-
torians have related, and the responsibility rests with them,
that after the lamentations and supplications of D&ud had
been protracted beyond all bounds, Jabrail arrived and
brought him the glad tidings of his pardon, Daud then
raised his head from adoration and said: f 0 Lord, though
Thou hast forgiven my sin, and drawn the line of pardon
over the volume of my crime, I do not know how I shall
be able to meet Aoria' on the day of the resurrection. I
have injured him by exposing him to danger, and by
marrying his wife. Thou art a righteous judge, but what
will be my condition if Aoria' quarrels with me in Thy
presence V Wuhub Bin Muniah narrates that when D&ud
represented his case at the Palace of Self-existence the allo-
cution came:' Go to the tomb of Aoria' and crave his pardon,
for I shall resuscitate him/ Daud obeyed, went to the sepul-
chre and exclaimed : ' 0 Aoria'!' The latter "replied:l Who is
awakening me from my sleep and interrupting my delight ?*
His lordship said: 'I am Daud/ Aoria' then asked: 'O
prophet of Allah, what is the reason of thy coming to this
place ?' Daud said : ' Pardon me for what I have done to
thee.' Aoria continued:' What is it ?' Daud rejoined: ' I have

*'    si "Without such ablutions prayers are not valid, and if water cannot
be had for them they must be performed pantomimically with earth
or sand.
82 QurSn, ch. xxxviii. 24.
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